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The Spike

A small group of people with a big love of growing orchids.

EASTERN

President: Bill Page
(319) 22952
Email: willvpage@hotmail.com

Vice President: Jim Quaintance
(319) 62758
Email: yakmang@southslope.ne

Secretary: Mike Hampton
(319) 37iN6
Email: mike_eios@qwest.net

Treasurer: Cathy Wilcox
(319) B9
Email: wilcoxfam4@lycos.com

AOS Representative: Laynez A
(319) eBBB3
Email: Iwla@kctc.net

MieAmerica Representative:
Nile Dusdieker

(319) e2m36

Email: niledusdieker@gmail.co

Newsletter Editor: Mike Hampto
(319) 3106
Email: mike_eios@qwest.net

Web Page Editor: Jim Quaintan
(319) 62458
Email: yakmang@southslope.ne
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Wh at i s this?

Sunshine and warmth in the forecast

for next weekend, and just in time f Calendar of Events
our excursion into the wilds of lowal

search oimushrooms No,
it; 1tds orchids
searching for some of the nearly 30
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May EIOS meetinglote New day of
week and new place FIELD TRIP to <
native orchids- see page 3
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species of orchids native to lowa. §
get out your hiking boots and your
sunscreen, and |

Mot her 8s Day Noel
10AM -5 PM EIOS display and plant
sales

5/14/17
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those species we can spot this wee
end. ltds going
so everybody come out and join in |
fun. And, if you do happen to see &

June EIOS meeting at Shueyville Meth
odist Church Andy CoghilBehrends
will talk on Cattleyas
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™#ushroom, you can pick it, but leav
the orchids alone. We are just obs¢
ing those beautiful blooms out therg

Central lowa Speaker's Day in Des
Moines

7/29/17

nature.

Remember there is no regular
meeting this Thursday; we are just

September EIOS meeting

97117

ing the field trip this weekend. The

(Conti nuéd

e

on page



Page2 THE SPIKE

EIOS Display and Sales Table at Noelridge Easter Showcase

Funding for our Fall show has never been easier. Noelridge greenhouse has two Spring Showcases when the p
ed to tour the greenhouse and visit various vendors and organization tables. Bill & Nile helped setup our small
play here on Easter weekend. Lois, Bill, Denise and Michael (hiding) spiffed up the plants on the sales table. Alr
were gone by Sunday afternoon. We had a nice variety of plants from slippers to intergenerics and of course be
phalaenopsis; all donated courtesy of Doc Bannister and the Dusdiekers. Special thanks to those who donated
during this busy weekend as well. Not only did we raise funds for our orchid show but we interacted with lots of |
with questions about orchids. The cl ub ByiNildeD do t he
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Our display at the Omaha Orchid Show put up single handedly r '
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by our Pres. Bill Page. How does he get all those in his car?




Page3 THE SPIKE

I
ltisCyp Ti me of t he year ByuNjlah n'! Let s go SE

Our club is planning a field trip in place of our usual May meeting at the Shuey-

ville Church. Andy B says his cypripediums are coming along nicely. Nile and

Lois found two groups of native orchids at MacBride Field Campus and marked

them with fl ags. Dan Say sent the photos at the
(Aplectrum hyemale) he found in Washington County. Some of us will visit Roch-

ester Cemetery around May 1st to see how the 0w
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE (Check EIOS email for sure!)

MeetSunday, 2 PM May 7that Dusdieker house (1968 EIm Ridge Rd NE,

North Liberty); lowa City fol ksWe meet at Andyads
can car pool. We will see Dusdieker Cyps, then visit MacBride Field Campus and

see if the deer have left the orchids alone. Next to Rochester Cemé&gpy and

parviflorumarpubescendeh e | arge yel |l ow Ladyds Slipper. ) Fi
Andyds house in lowa City to see his cultivated
maybe we can even pull some invasive garlic mustard while we are at it

Some Cyps are already in bloom likeQpis formosanumi n Dusdi eker 6s sl i p-

per bed. This is an early bloomer native to mountains (9000 ft) in Taiwan

(Formosa). Cool to cold grower. Notice the wunus

GROW YOUR OWN SLIPPER ORCHIDS

Cypripediums are rapidly becoming popular perenn
bedding plants. Bare root plants in dormant stage a
available usually for planting in late October or as |
fer, in early Springjust about ndvine week of April
20th |1 added 4 new plants to our Cyp. bed. If the so
sandy and essentially 6
right into the soil. Some growers like to plant Cyps i
large pots with a mix of equal parts of sand, perlite,
oyster shell or chick grit, and potting soil. Then plac
the potted plant in the ground with the lip of the pot
level with the rest of the plot. | use a variation on thi
technique planting them in baskets with the above 1
and fill in with some of our native woodland soil. Re
gardless of the technique, one should mulch the ple
with leaf compost in summer to hold moisture and &
thicker amount in winter for protection against extre
cold temperatures.

PICTURES: Cyp dormant p
plastic basket and hole with gravel in bottom; my m
of sand, perlite, chick grit, and potting soil; baskets
ground topped with more sand; finally covered with
|l eaf mul ch. Wedl |l see |



